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relapses. Phenacetin, however, gave equally favorable results. If the nutri¬ 
tion can be improved by the use of tonics and by appropriate dietetic 
hygienic measures, the disease can, it is believed, be radically and perma¬ 
nently cured. The method of Erb, the galvanic current, the stationary 
cathode being applied to the sternum and the anode to the spine and along 
the nerves to the affected parts, has still many advocates. In view of the 
occurrence of tetanic symptoms after removal of the thyroid body, Stieglitz 
suggests a trial of the administration of thyroid gland in ordinary cases of 
tetany.— American Medico-Surgical Bulletin , 1895, No. 12, p. 721. 

The Treatment of Intermittent Fever. 

Dr. Aufrecht does not offer any new remedy, but insists upon the admin¬ 
istration of quinine hydrochlorate, in capsules, not in compressed tablets, 
three to four hours before the expected chill, in fifteen-grain doses for adults. 
When, from the action of the drug, a chill does not appear upon the day when 
it was due, it is well upon that day to administer three similar doses. For 
children the tannate may be substituted, but should be given in triple the 
corresponding dose. For stubborn cases of intermittent fever, which do not 
respond to the ubs of quinine alone, arsenic should be added. Two pills, 
each containing about one-thirtieth of a grain of arsenous acid, three-quar¬ 
ters of a grain of quinine hydro chi orate, two-thirds of a grain of powdered 
liquorice-root, should be given after each meal. If the spleen is enormously 
enlarged and the bodily strength greatly reduced on the days of the fever, 
there may be given in addition to the above-mentioned pills ten grains of 
quinine hydrochlorate three or four hours before the attack.— Therapeulischc 
MonaUheflc, 1895, Heft vii. S. 355. 

The Action of Nuclein in Fever or Toxemia. 

Dr. William Jacobson has used this drug in the treatment of scarlet 
fever, measles, diphtheria, and follicular amygdalitis. In these cases he be¬ 
lieves that it exerts an immediate, positive influence on the toxins in the 
Bystem. So far as immunization is concerned, experiments have been made 
only in diphtheria, measles, and scarlet fever, which apparently can be pre¬ 
vented by the use of five minima given hypodermatically. Failures may 
occur when the organism has become thoroughly saturated with the poison, 
and nuclein, which is Nature’s antitoxin, cannot overcome the poison. "When 
the case is severe we are not justified either in depending upon nuclein alone 
nor in doing without it. Careful hygiene, diet, and watchfulness of the 
attendants will assist in saving the patient.— New York Medical Journal 
1895, No. 868, p. 71. 

Cold Baths in Typhoid Fever in Old Age. 

Dr. A. Balognesi believes that balneotherapy is the only method of 
treatment which can render service in the severe forms of typhoid fever. Its 
application is easy for the physician and for the intelligent nurse instructed 
by him. The expense is small; a bath-tub, bought or borrowed, and cold 
water, which is found everywhere. Since the dangers of typhoid fever occur 
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especially in persons who have passed the age of forty the treatment should 
be commenced and systematically practised from the commencement of the 
disease; it is a preventive against complications and always shortens the 
duration of the disease and of convalescence. He begins by giving a seda¬ 
tive, calming tonic, and diuretic bath at 64.4° to 68° F., every three hours, 
which lasts twelve to fifteen minutes, with cold affusions over the medulla, 
at the beginning, middle, and end of each bath. If there is any sign of en- 
feeblement of the heart, kidney, brain, lung, or a physiological function 
which is necessary in the contest against the infection, the treatment should 
be increased; baths every two hours at 64.4° F., lasting from eight to ten 
minutes, with an affusion at 50° F. upon the neck during the progress of the 
stimulant bath. An ice-bladder can be placed over the heart and brain, and 
ice-compresses over the cheat. This refrigeration should be continued until the 
accidents which threaten the life of the patient are rectified, and then the 
interval of the bath is lengthened to three hours, and their number progres¬ 
sively diminished until apyrexia is reached, the viscera are in good condition, 
and convalescence is established .—Bulletin Qbxiral de Thhrapeutique, 1895, 
24e liv. p. 530. 

Chronic Coffee-poisoning. 

M. Gilles de la. Tourette states that the symptoms very much resem¬ 
ble those of chronic alcoholism, with which it is confounded. Chronic 
poisoning is found more often in women than in men. The digestive dis¬ 
turbances are expulsion of mucus in the morning, vomiting, inappetence, 
and disgust for food; just as in alcoholism, bo the immoderate desire for 
coffee ends in its being the sole article of diet. The patients become pale 
and jaundiced, which marks the coffee cachexia. Hiematemesis has not been 
observed. The nervous phenomena consist of cramps in the calves of the 
legs, pain in the limbs; the reflexes are preserved; there is no coffee-paralysis. 
Many patients do not go beyond this stage of pain and are rapidly cured by 
the suppression of the coffee. Others, however, present trembling of the 
limbB, fibrillary twitchings of the lips and tongue, vertigo, and insomnia. 
On the part of the heart we note slowing of the pulse. The abuse of coffee 
is hurtful; it is well to recognize it and to be able to combat it .—Journal des 
PraticUnt, 1895, 2d semestre, No. 3. p. 46. 

The Strychnine Treatment of Viper-bites. 

Mr. R. P. Banerjee reports a Bingle instance in which forty minutes 
after the bite upon the left foot one-fiftieth of a grain of strychnine nitrate, 
dissolved in twenty minims of distilled water, was injected into the left arm. 
In ninety minutes a second, and in an hour a third injection was given. 
The patient had deep sleep at night, the face and eyelids were puffy and 
swollen, the swelling of the foot was less, the urine was bloody. Five minims 
of the British Pharmacopceial solution of strychnine were given, which was 
repeated upon two consecutive mornings, in all one-sixth of a grain by the 
mouth. Strabismus, frontal headache, vomiting, diarrhoea, and delirium 
were noted. In spite of the considerable amount of strychnine which was 



